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veals Himself first to His Englishmen "f As one writer
has expressed it, "Freedom" has ever been interpreted
to mean the subjection of "your-Freedom" by "my-
Freedom." This great impulse, in many respects noble,
governs men's actions and men's lives in the age in which
we are living. But it might be well for everyone to pause
a moment, and to read the thoughts of that great inter-
preter of the East and the West, Eabindranath Tagore:
"In political civilization, the state is an abstraction and
relationship of men utilitarian. Because it has no root
in sentiments, it is so dangerously easy to handle. Half
a century has been enough for you (Japanese) to master
this machine; and there are men among you, whose fond-
ness for it exceeds their love for the living ideals, which
were born with the birth of your nation and nursed in
your centuries. It is like a child who, in the excitement
of Ms play, imagines he likes his playthings better than
his mother. . . . The past has been God's gift to you;
about the present, you must make your own choice.'9